
App
rov

ed
 fo

r R
ele

as
e



2.  RECONCILITATION - MND-B’s Supporting Effort #1 continues to be the Reconciliation and 
Engagement operations. Iraqi Security Volunteers, currently resourced thru CERP Funding, have been 
effective in providing local checkpoint and infrastructure security in Abu Ghraib, Taji, Mansour, 
Adamiyah, and West Rashid.  They also have been able to provide invaluable intelligence on AQI and 
JAM activities in the area.  The way ahead includes close management of volunteer participation in the 
IP expansion process, the transfer of some existing contracts to Iraqi funding, and increased efforts to 
generate more employment opportunities in civic works projects and other non-security related 
employment opportunities.

3. IRON BLITZ – Supporting Effort #2 is air assaults and clearing operations to disrupt the AQI networks 
throughout the northern zone of Baghdad. Since the late spring, when the Corps changed our 
boundary in the north, we have deliberately and incrementally oriented 1/1CD toward the west, tied to 
activities in MNF-W / MND-N, IOT achieve greater control in what was previously an AQI sanctuary.  
This operation is making sustained progress, supported by the establishment of new JSSs and patrol 
bases across the AO, and a growing awakening movement from Falahat to Abu-Ghirab, which has 
allowed us to augment the CF and ISF in this terrain with newly graduated IPs and additional Iraqi 
Security Volunteers.  The net result is not yet irreversible momentum, but is clearly reason for 
optimism.  Key to continued success with will be the full integration of ISF (specifically 9th IA units) into 
leadership of the security effort north of Baghdad, as CF gradually begin the transition toward tactical 
overwatch.  This approach is at some risk, most notably because of the departure of 9th IA forces out of 
this AO and into other areas, which creates challenges for continued partnership and eventual 
transition.
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